
Lawful Authority for Public Money Issue

“We the People,” in the explicit language of our Constitution, delegated to Congress the power “To 
coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin...” Const. Art. I, sec. 8, cl. 5. Congress 
received this power from its higher authority, We, the People.

Today, as for many years past, “coining” money is not controlled by Congress. Money is now created, 
“coined,” by private banks when an individual signs a loan agreement or takes a “credit card” with that 
bank. Federal Reserve Bank accounts may be adjusted by transferring “reserve” balances between 
member institutions but the decision to “coin” the money is made by the private banker.

The principle of delegata potestas non potest delegari here applies. A person to whom an authority or 
decision-making power has been delegated from a higher source, cannot, in turn, delegate again to 
another, unless the original delegation explicitly authorized it. There is no authorization in our 
Constitution explicitly allowing Congress to delegate “coining” money to private individuals or 
institutions.

By the merest act of private money creation, the ability to publicly “regulate the value thereof” is 
nullified. “Regulate” means to make regular. Congress also has been delegated the power “To provide 
for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the United States...” Const. Art. I,
sec. 8, cl. 6. It was obviously known to that document’s authors that uncontrolled issue of money was 
capable of ruining its value.

Therefore, Congress having failed its Constitutional fiduciary obligation to promote our general 
welfare by coining public money and taking care to keep its value constant or regular over time, those 
powers must, of necessity, revert to their original lawful holder, the States and the People.

The Enabling Resolution

Public Money for Public Projects

To determine whether the Town will vote to issue lawful public money to fund the following public 
works project: _________________. The Treasurer is authorized and directed, with the approval of 
town officials, to issue public money—monetizing our common wealth—through our local treasury in 
an amount approximating the completed value of the project. Or to take any other action relative 
thereto.

Public money is money to be paid out only as the materials are delivered to the project and labor is 
performed in its construction. It is receivable by the issuer in payment of taxes, assessments and other 
public dues and is allowed the circulation privilege within the jurisdiction.

The purpose of “The Enabling Resolution” is twofold:

1. To provide us with a means to get our town’s “House,” (i.e., infrastructure) in order by lowering
the costs of our public works project and, thereby, saving tax-payers in our community millions 
of dollars over the duration of the project (compared with the “bonding” process);



2. The process of monetizing our own labor and raw materials can play a major role in helping to 
avert what many experts foresee as the next financial crisis and, if the crisis occurs, to be in a 
position to maintain economic equanimity and regain our balance in relatively short order.

That we should do this is altogether fitting and proper. We also recognize that issuing public money 
only in local areas may generate isolated pockets of prosperity. This is why the money power should be
managed at the federal level. Therefore we must take care that our public money should issue on the 
basis of a stable measure of value. Such a measure must remain generally constant over time and bear a
persistent, sensible relationship to items in our everyday world, enabling our “pursuit of happiness” as 
individuals and as a community.

This measurement is available, encompassing the latest century of our nation’s progress. In simplest 
terms this sensible relationship is expressed by equating a “minimum hourly wage” with the parity 
price of a bushel of wheat. Today that number is $18.20 (USDA, Feb. 2022, base period = 1910-1914). 
This price, paid for both the hour of labor and the bushel of wheat at the first point of sale, may change 
slowly over time, but it would guarantee that any other public money issued anywhere in our country 
on the same basis would be exchangeable on par, dollar for dollar. Such issues might be denoted 
“United States Note—Michigan,” or “United States Note—Illinois.”

It is certain that the usurpers of our money power will object to this exercise of public sovereignty. Let 
us receive their objections. Let us assert and defend our honest, inalienable claims to the premises 
expressed in our great and original plan of self-government. Let our actions inform Congress:  if you do
not fulfill your Constitutional monetary obligation, We shall.

Provided by NORM, April 2022


